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	ADORATION

Hallowed be Your name. (6:9)



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	AUTHORITY

Your Kingdom come… (6:10)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	APPEAL

Give us this day…

(6:11)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	AQUITTAL

Forgive us our debts… (6:12)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ASSISTANCE

Deliver us from evil. (6:13a)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	ADMIRATION

For Yours is the Kingdom…(6:13)




DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"The Government and The People of God” Part -1
1 Peter 2:13-14
 NOVEMBER 12 – NOVEMBER 18, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY –This week we continue in 1 Peter by looking at a couple of verses that deal with a subject we were just reminded of with our current elections.  It is the matter of the Christians responsibility to be submissive to the civil authorities, or The Government and The People of God.  We will see that God gives us some straightforward commands on how we are to live under His ordained civil governments.  As we saw in detail last week, how we live has great impact on those who observe us.  Read 1 Peter 2:13-14. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to instruct you and teach you from His Word this week and ask Him to help you to apply His Word to your life.
MONDAY –As we begin we look at verse 13 and are immediately given an imperative pertaining to this subject.  We are told to “Therefore, submit yourselves…”  This introduces the entire theme of our study for the next couple of weeks.  It is the theme of “submission” and particularly to “submission” to human government.  We as believers are ultimately under the authority of God (and we will see that this sometimes means we must obey God rather than man) but God still expects us and commands us to submit to the human authorities that He has ordained.  Yes, this means both Republican and Democrat and any other “party”.  As we will see later in the week our behavior in this area ultimately reflects on how submissive we are to God and His Word.  Read Romans 13:1-7. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask God to teach you the importance of obeying His Word in this area of submission to His ordained civil governments.
TUESDAY –We see the words “submit yourselves…” in verse 13.  The Greek word used for “submit” is the word hupotasso which literally means “to arrange under, to subordinate”.  It is a military term which speaks to the arrangement of troops under a commander as in a “formation”.  In a non military sense it speaks to “a voluntary attitude of giving in, cooperating, assuming responsibility, and carrying a burden”.  In this simple word we find the truth that Christians are to voluntarily submit to their rulers.  Even if these rulers, or “forms” of government seem unreasonable and harsh or oppressive, they provide stability and order rather than anarchy.  There is so much more we could say and Lord willing we will speak further to this issue this coming Lord’s Day.  Read Proverbs 24:21-22, Matthew 22:21, 1 Timothy 2:1-2.  
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask God to help you be a submissive citizen and pray today for your rulers and those in authority.   
WEDNESDAY –After we are given the simple command of being “submissive” we are then given the underlying reason we are to “submit”.  The Scripture says, “…for the Lord’s sake…”  It is a God given duty and a divinely inspired obligation that we are given, because it is from the Lord.  We are to obey the government because we desire to obey and honor our Lord.  When we obey our God ordained rulers we are ultimately obeying God’s sovereign authority and we are also following Christ’s example, who was unjustly tried and crucified at the hands of human rulers.  Read these verses that speak to this.  Psalm 22:28, 47:8, 66:7, 96:10, 1 Peter 2:21-23.
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Ask the Lord to help you to follow His perfect example, and to recognize that all authority and power is under His control.  
THURSDAY –In verse 14 we are given some specific positions and levels of the God ordained authorities that we are called to submit ourselves.  We are told that we are to submit to “every ordinance” or “human institution”.  This goes back to what I mentioned the other day.  Whether the President, or Governor or any other position is Republican or Democrat or whatever “party” we are called to submit to their God given authority.  Peter lists the “King” and “governors” to explain the various “levels” of authority in the civil government.  Our responsibility is to be submissive even if the God ordained powers make what we feel are “bad” decisions.  This does not mean we are to obey if the government commands us to violate God’s law or tells us we are not to do what God specifically commands us to, rather we are to submit even when they don’t make decisions as we would.  Read these verses about God ordained authorities.  Proverbs 21:1, 24:21, 29:2, Ecclesiastes 10:20. 
What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Pray today that our rulers would seek God’s wisdom and be “righteous” as it says in Proverbs 29:2.  Pray that those who are not saved would hear and respond to God’s gospel. 
FRIDAY –Peter gives us some instruction as to why God has designed and ordained our civil government in verse 14.  Notice he says they are sent for “the punishment of evil-doers”.  God has given the authorities the responsibility for even capital punishment.  (Genesis 9:5-6, Matthew 26:50-53)  Rulers are to deal with those who break God’s law according to God’s standards. (Romans 13:4)  They are also ordained by God “for the praise of those who do good”.  They are to reward good citizens with fair and favorable treatment.  (Romans 13:3, Proverbs 14:35)  Government in summary is to restrain evil by punishment of those who do wrong and also to protect those who do right.

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer:  Pray that you would be a citizen that does right and not evil and ask God to give wisdom to our leaders in carrying out their God given jobs. 
SATURDAY –We have taken a summarized look this week at responsibility of the Christian to the government.  We will elaborate tomorrow on this passage.  The thing we must remember is that even though we don’t always agree with the decisions are leaders make, we are still called to submit to them and therefore exemplify a Christ like witness and example.   Read of Joseph in Genesis 39:1-6 and see how God used and blessed his submissiveness.   

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?
Suggestion for prayer: Thank God for the privilege of living under rule, not anarchy.  Ask God to help our leaders and citizens seek God’s Word and way.
